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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to an application filed on 7/27/06. 
Claims 1-7 are pending in this application. 

Drawings 

Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because 
only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 
Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 2 recites "has been successfully installed a user terminal". It is believed 
this should read "has been successfully installed on a user terminal" Appropriate 
correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 
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Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 1 fails to fall within a statutory category of invention. It is directed to a 
program itself (i.e. "a receiving unit ... a predicting unit ... and an alerting unit"), not a 
process occurring as a result of executing the program, a machine programmed to 
operate in accordance with the program or a manufacture structurally and functionally 
interconnected with the program in a manner which enables the program to act as a 
computer component and realize its functionality. It's also clearly not directed to a 
composition of matter. Therefor it is rejected as being non-statutory under 35 USC 101 . 

Claim 7 depends from claim 1 and does not address this issue and is thus also 
rejected as being non-statutory under 35 USC 101 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
2005/0022176 to Ramachandran et al. (Ramachandran) 

Claim 1: Ramachandran discloses a function managing apparatus for communicating 
with a user terminal, comprising: 

a receiving unit configured to receive from the user terminal a new function 
identifier that identifies a new function to be installed on the user terminal (par. [0049] 
"identifying a new software module to be installed on a target computer (step 700)"), 
and installed function identifiers that respectively identify one or more functions 
previously installed on the user terminal (par. [0049] "Existing software modules are 
identified on the target computer (step 702)"); 

a predicting unit configured to specify the new function and the one or more 
installed functions based on the new function identifier and the installed function 
identifiers received by the receiving unit, and predict whether the new function will be 
successfully installed on the user terminal (par. [0050] "a determination is made as to 
whether a negative result is returned for the combination (step 706)"); and 

an alerting unit configured to notify the user terminal of the prediction made by 
the predicting unit (par. [0050] "a determination is made as to whether a negative result 
is returned for the combination (step 706)"; par. [0042] ""this fact may be presented to 
the user"). 
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Claim 2: The rejection of claim 1 is incorporated; further Ramachandran discloses: 

a memory unit configured to associate and store combinations of a plurality of 
function identifiers that specify a plurality of functions, and data indicating whether or not 
any function among the plurality of functions has been successfully installed [in] a user 
terminal on which another function has been previously installed (par. [0032] "a 
database containing static and/or dynamic information regarding compatibility of 
combinations of software modules"); 

wherein the predicting unit is configured to search the memory unit using 
combinations of one or more installed function identifiers and new function identifiers as 
search keys, and predict whether the new function will be successfully installed based 
on the search result (par. [0049] "A query of a knowledge base is made for the 
combination of the software modules (step 704)"). 

Claim 3: The rejection of claim 2 is incorporated; further Ramachandran discloses the 
memory unit is configured to store, as a prediction result, data indicating whether or not 
any function among the plurality of functions will be successfully installed in a user 
terminal on which another function has been previously installed (par. [0036] "Install 
matrix 500"; Fig. 5); and 

the predicting unit is configured to set, as a prediction result, data indicating 
whether a function will be successfully installed that is stored in an entry hit as a result 
of the search (par. [0042] ""this fact may be presented to the user"). 
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Claim 4: The rejection of claim 2 is incorporated; further Ramachandran discloses 

the predicting unit is configured to determine that the prediction result is unclear 

when no entry is hit as a result of the search of the memory unit (par. [0050] "a negative 

result is considered to be present ... if data regarding the compatibility of the 

combination of software modules is absent"); and 

the alerting unit is configured to notify the user terminal that it is unclear whether 

the new function will be successfully installed (par. [0051] "This combination has not 

been tried before"). 

Claim 5: The rejection of claim 2 is incorporated; further Ramachandran discloses 

the receiving unit is configured to receive the installation sequence of the 
functions installed on the user terminal (par. [0030] "an installation program to install the 
software module"); 

the memory unit is configured to associate and store the installation sequence of 
the plurality of functions (par. [0030] "an installation program to install the software 
module"), and 

data indicating whether the function last installed among the plurality of functions 
was successfully installed in a user terminal on which another function was previously 
installed (par. [0032] "a database containing static and/or dynamic information regarding 
compatibility of combinations of software modules"); and 
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the predicting unit is configured to read from the memory unit the data indicating 
whether the new function was successfully installed in the user terminal on which one or 
more installed functions were previously installed (par. [0050] "a determination is made 
as to whether a negative result is returned for the combination (step 706)"). 

Claim 6: The rejection of claim 2 is incorporated; further Ramachandran discloses: 

a result collecting unit configured to collect data indicating whether a new 
function was successfully installed on the user terminal from the user terminal (par. 
[0044] "Test process 620 is used to monitor the software modules 618 on test computer 
614"); and 

an updating unit configured to update the memory unit based on the data 
collected by the result collecting unit (par. [0045] "This data is sent back and stored in 
knowledge base 610"). 

Claim 7: The rejection of claim 1 is incorporated; further Ramachandran discloses: 

a function classifying unit configured to classify and store functions having similar 

functions (par. [0055] "a closest match to the existing software modules is identified"); 
an alternate searching unit configured to search the function classification unit for 

another function similar to the new function in accordance with the prediction result of 

the predicting unit (par. [0046] "install process 608 may search knowledge base 610 for 

a closest match of software modules 604"); 



Application/Control Number: 10/587,487 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2193 

wherein the alerting unit is configured to notify the user terminal of the function 
identifier identifying the other function found by the alternate searching unit (par. [0047] 
"The user ... is prompted with ... the closest match combination". 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JASON MITCHELL whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3728. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and 
alternate Fridays 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bullock Lewis can be reached on (571) 272-3759. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Jason Mitchell/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2193 



